A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
INTRODUCTION
As we look back on it, die period covered by this book has the appearance of a plunge into storm and strife after a long voyage in calm waters. A man born in England about the year 1820 might have lived to the end of a long life without having seen any great war or any serious challenge to the accepted principles of government. But if he had been born twenty years later and lived twenty years longer, he would have seen greater and more sweeping changes than in any similar period of the world's history. He would have seen the map of Europe rolled up and redrawn after the greatest struggle of all time, old-established institutions everywhere challenged, and in his own country the polite competition of Whigs and Tories which he had known as politics in his youth, passing into the struggle of die great electorate to find safety and defend its standard of living in the economic confusion of the times. We are too near these events to do more dian record them as facts, but there are certain clues which may help us to see their general tendency.
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